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Count ’em up - 13 taps shine brightly in a row behind a very small and ramshackle bar within Broadway Market Tooting. From them pour beer, cider, wine and pre-batched cocktails. The bar not only hopes to keep marketgoers well fuelled but it aims to generate zero waste in the process. It’s a compact and stripped-back space with stools facing the
taps and a few seats the other side of a pathway reserved for market footfall. As such, you’'d expect Tap 13 to struggle to make its own atmosphere - but it almost felt like its sole bartender was overcompensating when we made a midweek visit. His chat was practically non-stop (and mostly entertaining) and he blared out emo hits from the noughties
to plug any lulls in conversation. It may be a bit invasive if you're hoping for a quiet catch-up, but we appreciated this old-school approach to bartending. The four beers were from Tulse Hill’s Bullfinch Brewery, with pints of lager and pale ale for £5. Wine by the glass cost the same and included a very drinkable French red - that’s if you're not
instantly drawn to prosecco on tap (which is, let’s face it, the holy grail). The bartender let me try all three cocktails (the beauty of a tap bar) before I settled on a rhubarb and rosé spritz with plenty of fizz and sweet vanilla notes. And I thought 13 was meant to be unlucky. Distilled waterPurified waterWhich is better?Other typesWe include products
we think are useful for our readers. If you buy through links on this page, we may earn a small commission. Here’s our process.Yep, you can indeed drink distilled water! And it’s a popular choice for people who are super-conscious about drinking the best, most beneficial type of water they can. But in the eternal battle of distilled water versus purified
water, who’s the winner?On the surface, they’re pretty similar.Purified water has had chemicals and contaminants removed but may contain minerals.Distilled water takes it one step further, with both contaminants and minerals removed.But which is better? In the blue corner, it’s distilled! And in the other blue corner, it’s purified! They’ll be facing
each other in a battle of facts! Seconds out. Round one!Share on PinterestElenathewise/Getty ImagesBasically, distilled water is purified water that has taken a further step into purity, like when a monk becomes the Pope.Purifying water gets rid of all the stuff you probably don’t want to be drinking: heavy metal traces, chlorine, and chemicals that
make your tap water taste vaguely like that time you accidentally swallowed a mouthful of the swimming pool. But it keeps the minerals that help you stay healthy.Distilled water says, “Hold up. I don’t want any of this!” and gets rid of pretty much everything. No chemicals, no nasty tastes — but no good stuff, either.How is distilled water made?
Distilled water is made through the process of (surprise!) distillation. As you may remember from high school science projects, that’s the one where you boil water and collect the steam, which then cools and turns back into water. If you distill water that has already been purified, the result is a distilled water purer than a basket of week-old kittens.As
a result, distilled is the water of choice for medical facilities and labs — the gold standard for good clean liquid. It’s purer than a nunnery. But does that mean you should make a habit of drinking it?Pros and consDistilled water being ultra-pure certainly sounds cool. But surely there’s some kind of catch? Yup. Nothing in life is that simple, is it?FYI: If
distilled water is your main source of hydration, you'll need to eat plenty of mineral-rich foods or take supplements to make sure you're meeting your daily mineral needs. Drinking a lot of distilled water isn’t a good option unless you can make up for the minerals removed from the water.Common usesDistilled water ain’t just for drinking and lab work
— it actually has a whole bunch of uses. You can use it:in a steam ironin aquariums (though your fishy friends will need a mineral supplement, same as you)in continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) machines, which help with sleep apneain car cooling systemsfor watering plantsCan you make distilled water at home?You can indeed! Distillation
kits are available online. If you're feeling really smart, you can even do it yourself using:a large pot of boiling watera bowlsome ice cubesWhich method you go with really depends on what you’re going to use the water for. Just using it for some ironing or cleaning? You can probably use a pot. But if you're going to be drinking it or filling an aquarium,
you’'re going to need quite a lot of water.It might be best to go with the distillation kit instead.Purified water is usually made with groundwater or tap water. It goes through filtering to get rid of impurities like:Purification techniquesThere are a few different ways to make purified water:Reverse osmosis. Water gets filtered through a spiffy material
that lets the water through but blocks salt and impurities like that bouncer at the club.Deionization. This is the method most likely to appear in a spelling bee. It removes the molecules of salt and impurities from the water.UV radiation. It’s not as scary as it sounds.Good old-fashioned boiling. It turns out impurities don’t like being boiled. Who knew?
How to purify water at homeAt entry level, it’s super easy to purify your water at home. All you’ve got to do is go out and buy a Brita water filter, and it’ll do the hard work for you!The problem is that you can only really use the pitcher for smaller amounts. What if you want all your water to be purified?Well, good news again! If you're willing to spend
the coin, you can have a home filtration system set up. This means the very water coming out of your faucet will be purified for you.These systems can get pricey but might be worth your while. Make sure any system you have installed comes with certification from the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) or NSF International.Pros and
consWhat are the ups and downs of purified water? Check it out!We’ve reached the final battle between distilled and purified water. Who will emerge victorious? Well, it comes down to personal choice, really. But take a look below to see which one might work best for you.So the battle of purified versus distilled water has ended in a draw... but
what’s this? Distilled water is coming back out of the blue corner and demanding to take on some other challengers!Here come mineral water and spring water. And purified water still wants some of this action! How do they all measure up?Spring water vs. distilled waterSpring water generally comes from an underground source and doesn’t pass
through any treatment facilities. It’s just bottled right there and then. So it’s just as pure as distilled water but has a ton of nutrients in it.Make sure you check labels carefully, though — some bottles are labeled as spring water but are actually just treated tap water. Sneaky!Mineral water vs. distilled vs. purifiedJust like spring water, mineral water
comes from an underground source and is protected from any potential pollution. The difference is that spring water naturally rises to the surface and mineral water remains underground until it's tapped.The battle of purified versus distilled water will probably rage on forever. But if you're jonesing for that extra-pure refreshment and wondering
which you should choose, it just comes down to personal choice.Yeah, yeah — nobody likes a draw in a fight. We get it. But distilled and purified really are suited to different situations. For example, distilled water can be perfect for mixing with baby formula. But as soon as your kiddo is on solids, it’s no longer a good choice.Consider your needs or
consult a medical professional to see which type of water would be best for you. Choose the right one and you’ll be the winner. Last medically reviewed on August 11, 2021 The inexpensive T-Mobile Tap ($80 with a two-year contract from T-Mobile; price as of 11/17/09), designed by Huawei, is a stylish touch phone targeted toward tweens. While the
Tap has a solid suite of communication and multimedia features, the slow interface and cramped touch keyboard keep it from being the ultimate messaging phone. The compact Tap measures 4.2 by 2.2 by 0.5 inches thick and weighs a feather-light 3.7 ounces. Although the face of the phone is plastic, its backing is rubberized, and it feels very
comfortable in the hand. Two hardware buttons (Talk, End) and a four-way directional pad with an “OK” key lie below the Tap’s display. The right spine houses a dedicated camera key, a screen-lock key, and the volume rocker. On top are the power key and a mini-USB charging port/headphone jack. Unfortunately, the phone has no standard 3.5mm
headphone jack. A 2.8-inch 240-by-320-pixel touchscreen dominates the face of the phone. Though the screen is pretty low-res, the icons are large enough and clear enough to decipher, and text is still readable. The Tap’s display is on the smaller side for a full touch phone (the average size of feature phone displays seems to be about 3 inches). While
a 2.8-inch display is fine for messaging, I found it too small for playing back video and reading Web pages. In my hands-on tests, I found that I had to press really hard on the Tap’s plastic display to scroll through my contacts or flick through my images. The Tap supports haptic feedback, so when you press an icon or key and it registers with the
phone, you receive a light vibrating sensation. This is a nice feature to have, since the Tap is fairly sluggish in responding to touch-particularly in keyboard mode. I noticed some lag between pressing a letter and seeing it appear on the screen. The haptic feedback gives you the feeling that something is happening when you hit a key-even if its letter
takes a while to appear. You can use the touch keyboard in either portrait or landscape mode. If you’re planning on doing a lot of texting, you’ll mostly use it in the latter orientation, as the portrait-oriented keyboard can be frustrating to use. Each key is assigned multiple letters, so you have to tap until you get the right letter; even with predictive-text
capability, this method can get tedious. Landscape mode is more like the touch keyboards we’ve grown accustomed to, but it still feels a bit cramped when typing long messages. Call quality over T-Mobile’s 3G Network was good overall. My contacts sounded loud and clear, and I heard no static or interference. Parties on the other end heard some
background noise, but otherwise the sound quality was clean. The Tap’s widget-based user interface gives it the feel of a higher-end feature or a smartphone. Along the bottom of your homescreen are four self-explanatory shortcuts: Dialer, Contacts, Web, and Menu. A bar that runs along the right side of the screen contains 18 widgets (Google
Search, Weather, Photos, and so on) that can be dragged onto the homescreen. This customizability, while simplistic, gives the Tap a smartphone-like look and feel. To set up your Web-based e-mail account on the Tap, you just enter your account name and password, and you're all set. The Tap also supports MMS (for sending pictures and video) and
SMS. For instant messaging, the Tap comes preloaded with the Nimbuzz all-in-one messaging client, which includes support for AIM, Skype, Windows Live Messenger, Yahoo Messenger, GoogleTalk, and many other chat accounts. For Web surfing, you get access through T-Mobile’s web2go program-which, to be blunt, is clunky and can be awkward
to navigate. The text is small and difficult to read, and there’s something very archaic about the whole interface. You also have to rely on T-Mobile’s 3G network, as there is no Wi-Fi support on the Tap. The music player is simple: You can create playlists and do playback in shuffle and repeat modes, but you’ll have no album art display. The Tap
supports a nice range of audio files-MP3, AAC, AAC+, eAAC+, MIDI, WAV, and MPEG4. Sound piped through the included headphones was decent, though a bit hollow. Unfortunately, you can’t swap out the packaged headphones for your own, as the Tap has a proprietary mini-USB jack rather than the standard 3.5mm jack. If you get tired of your
own collection, you can switch to the built-in FM radio. The 2-megapixel shooter produced better photos than I expected. Colors were a bit washed out and details a little blurry, but overall they were pretty good for a camera with a low megapixel count and no flash. While in shooting mode, you can adjust white balance, set the scene (night or day)
and switch the shooting mode (normal, black and white, or sepia tones). While the Tap is aimed at tweens, I'm not sure if they will have the patience for using the Tap-especially if they’re frequent text messagers. The keyboard can be frustrating to use, and while the interface is both easy to navigate and nice-looking, it can be quite sluggish. The Tap
does have a good feature set for the price, however, and the camera works better than expected. -Ginny Mies
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